North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
11th May 2022
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman), Barbara Massey (Vice Chairman), Lisa Edwards, Tim Bennett, John Ellacott and Janet Cobbald. Also present Cllrs Nathan Hull (NYCC) Victoria Oldham (HBC) and Mike Richards (Clerk) 
Apologies for Absence – None
No parishioners attended.
1. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

Chairman - Mary Hopkins - proposed by Lisa Edwards and seconded by Tim Bennett – elected nem con.
Vice Chairman – Barbara Massey was proposed for re- election by Tim Bennett, seconded by Lisa Edwards and was duly elected nem con.

On behalf of the Parish Council, the Chairman welcomed newly elected councillors Nathan Hull (NYCC) and Janet Cobbald (NRPC)
2. Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising

2.1 Matters arising from the meeting of 2 March 2022:
-VAS and picket fences. Thanks to John and Tim for their hard work in installing the fences, which appear to be a great success with many comments from residents observing positive impact on traffic speeds, although some negative comments about the “plastic” materials used had been received. The clerk explained that the fences had to be constructed from “collapsible” material to meet with NYCC regulations.  VAS – adjustment to the equipment now means there is a more prolonged display of traffic speed over 30mph, but overall effect is still questionable. Moving the sign to Hall Green Lane is now a firm proposal and Cllrs Bennett and Ellacott will explore the possibilities.
- Village Garden ownership – still no response from YLCA. The clerk will chase up but Cllr Hull asked that the Trust document be brought to the next meeting and he would pursue.
- Banking arrangements. Given the likely protracted procedure in changing banks, and the distinct possibility that Lloyds would also institute charges in the near future, it was agreed to remain with HSBC for the next year.
- Councillor responsibilities. Cllr Massey agreed to act as liaison and administrator for the PC Facebook page and all councillors agreed to undertake regular “village walk-rounds” to identify any issues requiring action and then to take such action (eg notifying NYCC Highways or HBC) or report to the clerk. The clerk will continue to maintain the website, inputting agendae and minutes and other reports as necessary. Other specific councillor responsibilities will be identified for discussion at the next meeting.
2.2. Requests for further order variations and Declaration of Interest – None. 
      3.   Administration
             3.1 Election matters – the clerk distributed the relevant forms for completion and collected “Acceptance of 
             Office” forms for onward transmission to HBC.  
              3.2 Website redesign – councillors agreed the new website was visually attractive and very easy to navigate, 
              an improvement all round.            
      4.   Finance. 

4.1 Approval of expenditure.

	M Richards March Salary
	
	
	
	£198.96

	M Richards Salary arrears
	
	
	
	£41.78

	M Richards April Salary
	
	
	
	£202.26

	NR PCC - church hire
	
	
	
	£60.00

	HMRC - PAYE
	
	
	
	£45.24

	HMRC - PAYE
	
	
	
	£45.24

	Bank charges March
	
	
	
	£5.00

	Bank charges April
	
	
	
	£5.00

	A&S Keane - garden
	
	
	
	£597.50

	A&S Keane - fencing
	
	
	
	£71.48

	J Ellacott - gates installation
	
	
	
	£21.21

	YLCA subs
	
	
	
	£212.00

	M Hopkins- website – (Credit card facility)
	
	
	
	£206.40

	M Richards - garden waste licences
	
	
	£82.00

	“1 Hour a Day” - website build
	
	
	
	£750.00


The above 15 items of expenditure and accompanying bank reconciliation were approved by councillors. Councillors also approved donations to be made to the Village News (£100) and British Legion (£75) and renewal of insurance (BHIB - £328.20) 
4.2 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) The Clerk went through all the requirements of this document.  
4.2.1 Annual Governance Statement - Councillors had examined the Annual Governance Statement prior to the meeting and were satisfied that the Parish Council’s system of internal control is sound and fully meets all conditions of the Statement. It was therefore resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement 2021/22.
4.2.2 Annual Accounting Statements (AAS) – the Council’s Annual Accounts had been approved at the Annual Parish Meeting and the clerk explained how the AAS was compiled from the Annual Accounts. Councillors had no questions over the content of the Accounts and formally approved the AAS.  
4.2.3 Councillors confirmed that they were happy for the Chairman and Clerk to sign off the AGAR. This year, as the Council’s turnover is below the £25,000 threshold, submission to the external auditors will not need to be made. The clerk also explained that although the Annual Internal Audit Review was still to be finalised, he understood that there were no issues to report and the Internal Auditor will issue a “clear” audit report in due course, which he will circulate to councillors
  5.        Planning
             Applications 
             i) 22/01540/PNA Steel Portal Frame agricultural building, Whitegates Farm, Harrogate Road.
             Councillors discussed and whilst they were unhappy with yet another barn being erected for supposed 
             agricultural purposes, could not identify any planning grounds to object. The agreed response would be to 
             neither support nor object but to express concerns about still further intrusion into the Green Belt and the 
             adverse impact on visual amenity.
             ii) 22/01239/PBR - prior notification for the conversion of barn to 1no. dwelling house. Barn On Land 
             comprising Field At 429253 451000, Brackenthwaite Lane. Councillors felt able to object to this application 
             on the planning grounds as it was not based on agricultural reasons and that it represented further 
             unacceptable intrusion into the Green Belt with adverse impact on the visual amenity of the countryside.             
             iii) 22/01651/FUL - Erection of two storey side extension - 3 Brogden's Fold, Rigton Hill. Councillors 
             considered the potential impact of this application and, whilst it was felt there would be no adverse effect on 
             neighbouring properties and the visual amenity of the area, there was some concern as to the potential 
             impact on car parking in this problem area. The agreed response was to neither support nor object but stress 
             the potential impact of additional cars being present in the future. 
         
   6. 
Highways, Footpaths and Verges

6.1 Car parking on Rigton Hill. There had recently been numerous incidents with vehicles being unable to 
             travel either up or down the Hill due to cars being parked towards the bottom of the Hill, at its narrowest 
             point. It is fortunate that there has not been a serious accident involving vehicles or indeed, pedestrians. 
             Despite numerous requests to NYCC Highways to arrange a site meeting with an Engineer to discuss 
             potential solutions, no such meeting has been made available. The clerk will raise the matter again for urgent 
             attention and Cllr Hull also agreed to take the matter up after receipt of the various emails sent to Highways, 
             as evidence. 
             6.2 It had been considered to reverse the direction of capture of the VAS on Church Hill, but this would 
             require significant pruning and removal of the overhanging bough of the adjacent willow tree. The Chairman 
             had received quotations for this work of around £1000. Councillors did not consider this to be good value for
             money, as the land and trees are owned by Highways. It was therefore resolved to explore the possibility of 
             moving the VAS to Hall Green Lane (as discussed above at 2.1)
7.
Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.

7.1. North Rigton Gala –arranged for 18th June. There will be the usual sports events in the school field, from 
        2.00pm to 4.00pm, followed by tea, cakes and soft drinks in the Garden. The bar will commence at 5.00pm 
        with pizzas etc from the Square and Compass. The Harrogate Ukulele Band will again be performing and 
        there will be other music until 10.30pm. The Chairman asked for volunteers to help with setting up (and 
        taking down!) as well as manning stalls etc. All donations of cakes and salad items most welcome.
        7.2. The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
        i) Events - The “Trail” will start on 23rd May, with red, white and blue items being 
        displayed around the village. On the 2nd June, the beacon will be lit on Almscliffe Crag at 9.45pm, 
        synchronising with the national and international programme. Members of the public may attend but at their 
        own risk – this is not a formal Parish Council event and attendance is not encouraged due to Health and 
        Safety considerations. A garden party is planned commencing at 7.00pm at Hill Top Farm (BYO food and 
        drinks and chairs) with viewing of the beacon at 9.45. On Sunday 5th June a tea party will be held in the 
        Church grounds, again BYO food and drinks.
        ii) Legacy items – a flagpole, purchased via a Jubilee Grant from HBC is to be erected in the Village Garden, 
        shortly before the Gala, and an oak tree, with commemorative plaque, will be planted in the Church grounds 
        later in the year.
        The Chairman also mentioned the lamp post plaques, with the Jubilee insignia, she had seen in Spofforth 
        which she thought would be equally fitting for the flag pole and other locations. Councillors agreed and the 
        Chairman undertook to ascertain details and/or alternatives.
8.
Other items
        Cllr Bennett had been contacted by the owner of the land bordering Hall Green Lane, explaining that she had
        engaged contractors to trim the hedge but they had been unable to gain access due to parked cars. She 
        asked for Council assistance to resolve the problem. The clerk will contact her to attempt to arrange a 
        more suitable time when parked cars should not present such a problem, perhaps at a weekend or during 
        school holidays. It was observed however, that nothing could now really be done until after the bird nesting 
        season.
 
      9.
Dates of next meetings:


6 July 2022 at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)


7 September 2022 at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
                          2 November 2022 at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
                          4 January 2023 at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)



 There being no other business, the meeting finished at 8.55
Signed







Chairman

