North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
3rd May 2023
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman), Barbara Massey (Vice Chairman), Lisa Edwards, and Janet Cobbald (from 8.10pm) Also present Cllr Nathan Hull (NYCC) and Mike Richards (Clerk) 2 residents also attended. 
Apologies for Absence – Tim Bennett, John Ellacott. 
1. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman
Chairman - Mary Hopkins - proposed by Lisa Edwards and seconded by Barbara Massey – elected nem con.
Vice Chairman – Barbara Massey was proposed for re- election by Mary Hopkins, seconded by Lisa Edwards and was duly elected nem con.

2. Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising

Matters arising from the meeting of 1 March 2023:
- VAS and picket fences. Cllr Bennett and the clerk will liaise to arrange for the sign to be reversed, to capture data of traffic leaving the village.
- Picket fences – have now been ordered and will be installed adjacent to the 30mph sign on Hall Green Lane. 
-  Flying Ukrainian flag – Councillors thanked the owner of Spring House Farm for the kind offer, but decided that, as this may set an unwanted precedent, the offer would be declined. 
      3.   Requests for further order variations and Declaration of Interest – None. 
      4.   Finance. 
            4.1 Approval of expenditure.

	Since

	04/01/2023

			
	M Richards Jan Salary

				£259.90


	M Richards Feb Salary

				£259.90


	M Richards March Salary

				£259.90


	M Richards Apr Salary

				£259.90


	HMRC - PAYE

				£60.48


	HMRC - PAYE

				£60.48


	HMRC - PAYE

				£60.48


	HMRC - PAYE

				£60.48


	Bank charges Jan-May

				£20.00


	A&S Keane - garden work

				£1,145.50


	M Hopkins - website

				£264.00


	M Richards - waste licence

				£87.00


	M Richards - security software

				£89.99


	M Richards - church tree

				£75.00


	M Hopkins - printer inks 

				£63.33


	M Richards - print accessories

				£37.57


	Yorks Water

				£14.68


	Vinyl Fencing

				£402.00


					£3,480.59



	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


The clerk had circulated the above 18 items of expenditure, which included items which would normally have been submitted for approval at the March meeting but, as previously noted, due to his absence had not, and now required approval.  Accordingly, the 18 items and accompanying bank reconciliation were approved by councillors. Councillors also approved donations to be made to the Village News (£100) and British Legion (£75) and renewal of insurance (BHIB) 
4.2 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) The Clerk went through all the requirements of this document.  
4.2.1 Annual Governance Statement - Councillors had examined the Annual Governance Statement prior to the meeting and were satisfied that the Parish Council’s system of internal control is sound and fully meets all conditions of the Statement. It was therefore resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement 2022/23.
4.2.2 Annual Accounting Statements (AAS) – the Council’s Annual Accounts had been approved at the Annual Parish Meeting and the clerk explained how the AAS was compiled from the Annual Accounts. Councillors had no questions over the content of the Accounts and formally approved the AAS.  
4.2.3 Councillors confirmed that they were happy for the Chairman and Clerk to sign off the AGAR. This year, as the Council’s turnover is below the £25,000 threshold, submission to the external auditors will not need to be made. The clerk also explained that although the Annual Internal Audit Review was still to be finalised, he understood that there were no issues to report and the Internal Auditor will issue a “clear” audit report in due course, which he will circulate to councillors.
   5.        Planning
    Applications
              i) ZC23/01412/DVCON - Variation of condition 2 (approved drawings) of planning permission 
    21/01876/PBR to allow alterations to external design and internal layout. Tatefield Farm, Shaw Lane,

              Beckwithshaw.
              Councillors discussed the application and considered that, as the original application had been approved 

              and this was merely the reduction from four to three properties, there were no grounds for objection and that  

              would be the response.
 ii) The issue of CIL payments was raised and discussed. NR have not received any payments in recent  
 years   for “New Builds” The clerk will enquire as additional funds for the upkeep of the Village Garden would 
 be appreciated.


    Enforcement

              Brackenthwaite Lane/ Spring House Farm bus depot – noted that the Local Planning Authority is pursuing 
              the possibility of legal action regarding the breach of planning regulations.   
   6.       Highways, Footpaths and Verges
             6.1 Car parking on Rigton Hill/Hall Green Lane. The Chairman reported that she had been made aware of  
             irresponsible car parking adjacent to the mini roundabout. She had contacted the manager of the Square and 
             Compass who had confirmed that the traffic cones had not been placed in the required location. He 
             apologised and affirmed that this omission would not be repeated! Nevertheless, the clerk will contact NY 
             Police again to request occasional visits to monitor future traffic “behaviours”
             6.2 Footpath along A658, Huby- Church Hill. Despite repeated requests to NYCC, the footpath remains 
             overgrown with vegetation causing obstruction to pedestrians. The clerk will pursue with the new NYC.
             6.3 Brackenwell Lane. Road surface has deteriorated further, with many potholes. Clerk will pursue with 
             NYC.
             6.4 Re-installation of the A658/Hall Green Lane bus shelter is still awaited. The clerk had contacted NYC and 
             been informed that action had not progressed due to delay by the insurance company but agreement had 
             now been reached. He will follow up to elicit action.
             6.5 The Chairman had been informed that the new owner of land off Hall Green Lane would like to plant a 
             wildflower area on the adjacent verge and possibly plant an oak tree. Further discussions to take place (will 
             be an agenda item for July meeting)
7.
Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.

7.1. North Rigton Gala –arranged for 17th June. There will be the usual sports events in the school field, from 
        2.00pm to 4.00pm, followed by tea, cakes, soft drinks, bar, pizzas and dancing in the Garden. The bar and 
        pizzas will be supplied from the Square and Compass.
        Cllr Hull offered a donation from his Locality Budget, towards Gala costs.
        7.2. Coronation legacy. Councillors discussed and agreed that, if feasible, the oak tree referred to at 6.5
        above, could be designated as “The Coronation Tree” with an appropriate plaque.
        7.3 Grass cutting and gardening services. 
        i) Councillors agreed to the 10% increase proposed by the existing contractor for grass verges but specified 
        that the contract would only cover the period April to September.
        ii) Gardening services. Due to the forthcoming retirement of the existing contractor (A&S Keane) alternative
        arrangements, including safety checks of the school playing field, will need to be found. The Chairman and 
        clerk will pursue possibilities. Councillors thanked Sue and Andrew for their years of service to the Parish 
        and wished them well in their retirement. 
8.
Other items
        The Chairman confirmed that she would review the need for the additional storage facility once (hopefully) 
        the BBQ and gas cylinder had been sold.
      9.
Dates of next meetings:


5 July 2023 at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)


6 September 2023 at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
                          1 November 2023 at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)



 There being no other business, the meeting finished at 8.25
Signed







Chairman

