North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
6th September 2023 
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman), Janet Cobbald, John Ellacott and Tim Bennett.  
Also present Mike Richards (Clerk). 
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Barbara Massey (Vice Chairman) and Lisa Edwards.
2. Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising.
Matters arising from the meeting of 5 July 2023:
- VAS - Cllr Bennett and the clerk had attempted to reverse the sign but without success. Cllr Ellacott agreed to check whether he had the correct tool to loosen and reverse the sign. The clerk will contact SWARCO to enquire if a special tool is required and also how adjustments to the operation of the sign can be made.
- Picket fences – Cllrs Bennett and Ellacott will make the necessary arrangements to cut back the vegetation adjacent to the 30mph signs and then install the fences. 
- Bus depot, Spring House Farm. An Enforcement Notice has been issued requiring the owners of Spring House Farm to “cease the mixed use of the land as a Horse Riding and Language Centre and bus and coach travel company operating centre, and re-instate the use of the land to a Horse Riding and Language Centre only” The Notice requires compliance “within one month from 25th September 2023, unless an appeal is made against it beforehand”.
Tree guard – in hand. The clerk will contact the contractor to finalise arrangements.
Bus shelter – Hall Green Lane/A658. The shelter is due to be installed on this date.
       The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record. Proposed by Cllr 
       Bennett, seconded by Cllr Cobbald.  The Chairman then signed the minutes as a true 
       record.
3. Requests for further order variations and Declaration of Interest – None. 
4. Administration
a) Village Garden – ownership.
The existing trustee (Mrs Jo Williams) has agreed with the proposal for the appointment of two new trustees from the Parish Council. The clerk will liaise with all three to agree a date for a meeting where the necessary forms can be completed. He will also contact Cllr Hull for advice.
b) Spring House Farm – Bus depot
See above
c) “RU Prepared” previously circulated. The booklet, prepared by the North Yorkshire Local Resilience Forum sets out a programme, “Planning for Emergencies” covering all those potential “emergency” areas where some form of prevention/preparation is recommended. Councillors considered the booklet very useful but thought it needed to be more focussed on North Rigton, and, as there was little interest in producing a tailored version, it was agreed to consider uploading an extract of the booklet to the website. 
5. Western Arc Co-ordination Group
This group (of local parish councils and community groups), established to consider and respond to (now) NYC’s plans for housing developments to the west of Harrogate, had produced a draft response via Pannal and Burn Bridge Parish Council’s newsletter. The Chairman intends to use this document as the basis for North Rigton’s response (as it contains all the necessary links and references) She asked councillors to offer comments and amendments when her response is circulated.
6. Finance. 
   Approval of expenditure.

	PAYMENTS
				
	Since

05/07/2023

M Richards July Salary

£259.90

M Richards Aug Salary

£259.90

HMRC - PAYE

£60.48

HMRC - PAYE

£60.48

Bank charges July-Aug

£23.66

Water charges

£13.96

Stuart Bush - July grasscut

£214.50

A&S Keane - garden m'n't'ce

£842.00

Almond Garden Services - July

£219.50

Almond Garden Services - Aug

£219.50

M Hopkins- gala tables

£99.98

£2,273.86

				

	
	
	
	
	

	The 11 items and accompanying bank reconciliation were approved by councillors. The clerk
drew attention to the payment to Sue and Andy Keane. This was the final payment to Sue and Andy
and councillors joined with the clerk in thanking them for their many years of service to the Parish 
and wished them a long and happy retirement. Gardening maintenance has been taken over by
Almond Garden Services and the Chairman is overseeing performance. The clerk also mentioned

the amount of bank charges which, although insignificant, exceeded the normal standing charge of
£5 per month. This was due to the withdrawal and subsequent banking of cash for the Village Gala.

	
	
	
	


   5.      Planning
   Applications
             a) ZC23/02790/FUL - The Cottage, Rigton Hill. The clerk had submitted a response objecting 
   to the application, based on email comments from councillors. Councillors formally ratified
   this action.
   Enforcement
   b) 
   i) Bracken Lodge – extension.
   ii) 2 Brackenwell Lane - extension 
   The above 2 cases reported to NYC Enforcement, no response as yet. 
   iii) Rigton Grange – Lavender Cottage
   iv) Spout House – gateway.
   The above 2 cases reported to NYC Enforcement, action in hand.
   6.       Highways, Footpaths and Verges
             a) Speed Limit Review. NYC is to undertake a review of all speed limit zones over the coming 
             months. This will include 20mph, 30mph and 60mph zones. Councillors discussed and 
             agreed to pursue the possibility of a 20mph limit throughout the village and a reduction of the 
             60mph limit on outlying roads such as Crag Lane and Brackenthwaite Lane. The option of re-
             defining these roads as “Quiet Lanes” would also be re-visited.
             b) Village planters. Unfortunately, the condition of the various planters throughout the village 
             has deteriorated to such an extent that they are beyond repair. Councillors discussed the 
             possibility of replacing but decided that potential problems of ongoing maintenance and lack 
             of budgetary provision mean that the existing demolished planters will be removed and not 
             replaced, at this time.  
             c) Grass verges/hedges. The Chairman was pleased to report that property owners had 
             responded positively to the Parish Council’s request for verges and hedges to be cut/trimmed 
             and the overall appearance of the village was much improved.
             d) Car parking opposite the Square and Compass. A resident had complained about cars 
             being parked on the verge opposite the Square, causing obstruction. Whilst this did not seem
             to be a frequent problem, Councillors decided the best option would be to place painted 
             stones on the grass verge, thereby preventing access. The Chairman agreed, in conjunction 
             with the gardening contractor, to arrange for the stones to be put in place.
7.
Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.

a) The Chairman reported that the support posts of the wooden fence at the front of the 
       Garden, had rotted. It may be difficult to replace the posts due to their proximity to the 
       concrete footpath. Originally, it had been intended to replace the fence with a stone wall but, 
       now due to the likely cost, this would not be feasible. Quotations will be sought from fencing 
       contractors, for complete replacement of the fence (as this is likely to be an issue with the 
       impending ROSPA inspection.  
       b) Commemorative trees and plaques. The Chairman noted that Beckwithshaw Parish Council 
       had sourced plaques suitable for this purpose. The clerk will contact the Beckwithshaw clerk 
       for details and consider suitability. The wooden “King Charles” plaque previously obtained, 
       would be fixed to the village store.
       c) Defibrillator battery. Cllr Ellacott had observed that the battery was now displaying “half full” 
       He will continue to monitor and alert the clerk when replacement is required.
8.
Other items
        None notified..
      9.
Dates of next meetings:


 8 November 2023 at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
                          3 January 2024 at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
 


 There being no other business, the meeting finished at 9.10
Signed







Chairman

